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Balance in 
literacy 

  Classrooms have a true 
balance between 

informational and 
literary texts

 New
Common Core Standards
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 New
Common Core Standards

Knowledge 
in the 

disciplines 
 Students build knowledge 
through the texts from 
various subject areas
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 New
Common Core Standards

staircase of 
complexity 

Students read a range 
of complex texts 

in all instructional 
settings
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 New
Common Core Standards

Academic 
vocabulary
Students build on 
vocabulary that is 
transferrable to 
other settings
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 New
Common Core Standards

text-based 
answers

Students engage in 
dialogue that is 

evidence- based and 
centered around texts
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 New
Common Core Standards

Writing from 
sources

Students write 
     text-based answers 

     always providing 
support from the text
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